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sculpted on the Liberty Memorial Monument. 
The Commission will plan, develop, and exe-
cute programs, projects, and activities to com-
memorate the centennial of World War I. With 
Kansas City, Missouri as its official host, the 
Commission will be composed of twenty-four 
members who will work together to facilitate 
and coordinate activities throughout the United 
States to honor the Great War. 

Madam Speaker, it is with great pride that I 
wholeheartedly introduce this legislation to 
make official the historic, powerful, and unpar-
alleled stature of the Liberty Memorial as the 
National World War I Memorial coupled with 
the establishment of the World War I Centen-
nial Commission to properly observe the 
World War I centennial. We owe the Liberty 
Memorial’s designation as the National World 
War I Memorial to the hundreds of thousands 
of people, including those who served our 
country in World War I, who have looked to 
the Liberty Memorial as the interminable sym-
bol of sacrifice and sovereignty that continue 
to shape our country. The World War I Cen-
tennial Commission will further observe Amer-
ica’s historic commitment to freedom and ap-
propriately remember those who fought for our 
country in the War to End All Wars. 
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Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great honor and enthusiasm that I rise to ac-
knowledge the contributions of The Terence 
Cardinal Cooke Health Care Center and con-
gratulate them for organizing its Annual Flower 
Ball Benefit Banquet on April 1, 2009. The Ball 
is in support of its dedicated hard working 
staff, team of volunteers, and most impor-
tantly, the lives of the its many patients and 
residents. I applaud the vitally important pro-
grams they conduct to improve access to 
health care for the medically needy and many 
under-served individuals in my congressional 
district. 

For the past three decades the Terence 
Cardinal Cooke Health Care Center has pro-
vided outstanding and compassionate care 
and treatment for the many community resi-
dents in my district. Since 1978, it has pro-
vided continuous comprehensive medical 
treatment and skilled nursing care to infants, 
children, and young adults who are diagnosed 
with developmental disabilities and demanding 
medical conditions. The center currently pro-
vides care and treatment for over 700 resi-
dents in my district. Additionally, more than 
71,000 outpatient clinical services are pro-
vided each year. 

The Cardinal Cooke Center’s approach to 
quality medical care is what has allowed it to 
prosper into the 21st century of advanced 
technology and medicine. The Center’s staff 
respects the dignity of every human being and 
recognizes each individual’s potential to live 
as independently as possible. They provide 
unique approaches to the care and treatment 

of our residents and patients, and serve the 
elderly, people with developmental disabilities, 
and those who live with chronic illness; people 
of all races, creeds, economic means and eth-
nic backgrounds. 

This year’s Ball holds a unique and special 
honor—His Eminence Edward Cardinal Egan 
will be acknowledged for his distinguished 
leadership and great dedication in support of 
compassionate and innovative care for some 
of the most frail and at-risk members of the 
New York community. 

The Cooke Center will also honor The Hon-
orable Louis J. Freeh and Barbara Boyle with 
their coveted Partnership Award, which recog-
nizes outstanding community leaders whose 
life work reflects the mission of the Center— 
to reach out to the disenfranchised and give 
hope to those for whom others have given up 
hope. 

Judge Louis J. Freeh has dedicated much 
of his life to serving others. As the former di-
rector of the FBI or through his personal ef-
forts with local charitable institutions, Judge 
Freeh has consistently demonstrated his self-
less commitment to those less fortunate. After 
13 years of committed service, Barbara Boyle 
is retiring as National Executive Director and 
CEO of the Huntington’s Disease Society of 
America. Ms. Boyle’s honor coincides with the 
20 year anniversary of the Cooke Center’s 
own Huntington’s Disease Unit. 

Daniel Foxx, who serves on the Center’s 
Community Leadership and Development Ad-
visory Boards, will receive The Mary White 
Commitment Award, for his years of inspira-
tional volunteer service. His devotion, friend-
ship and support is an invaluable gift to the 
residents of the Cooke Center. 

It is my honor to congratulate all the hon-
orees, including His Eminence Edward Car-
dinal Egan. Each has been a significant part-
ner in the overall improvement of the quality of 
life for all. I also salute the organizing com-
mittee and members of the Cooke Center’s 
staff for its efforts in coordinating the Annual 
Flower Ball Benefit where many other mem-
bers of their crusade will publicly be acknowl-
edged. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you and my dis-
tinguished colleagues join me in honoring and 
congratulating The Terrance Cardinal Cooke 
Health Care Center for continuing to serve the 
residents of my district with the greatest chal-
lenges such as children with disabilities, elder-
ly with severe medical needs, Huntington’s 
Disease patients, HIV/AIDS, as well as those 
who require outpatient primary care services. 
Their constant dedication and commitment in 
providing quality health care with dignity and 
compassion is worthy of the highest esteem. 
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Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a wonderful establishment in 
Santa Rosa, California—Friends House. 
Friends House, a very special continuing care 
retirement community, is celebrating its 25th 
anniversary April 24, 25, and 26. 

Conceived of in the late 1970s, Friends 
House opened to its first residents in 1984 

and has expanded over the years while retain-
ing its family feel. It is now composed of three 
related programs dedicated to the health and 
well-being of older persons—independent liv-
ing in both houses and apartments, assisted 
living, and a skilled nursing facility which is 
also open to the public. It is operated by 
Friends Association of Services for the Elderly 
under the College Park Quarterly Meeting of 
the Religious Society of Friends. 

It has been my pleasure to meet with the 
residents of Friends House over the years. I 
have found them to be a lively and engaged 
group with a commitment to the progressive 
values we share. These caring values are evi-
dent not only in the democratically run, close- 
knit community but also in the activism shared 
by many of its members. Residents and staff 
are involved in volunteerism through The Art 
of Giving Back program. Volunteers work in 
over 30 nonprofit organizations, and the com-
munity hosts educational and cultural sessions 
for the public. 

The care given to seniors by the staff at 
Friends House is often singled out for praise. 
One woman wrote movingly of her mother-in- 
law’s passing away ‘‘in the loving care of the 
wonderful angels there.’’ She then asked them 
to send her love and say a prayer for the com-
fort of another family member at the facility 
who was not coherent but who had all the 
support she needed to make her last days 
something beautiful and special. 

Madam Speaker, it is my honor to be able 
to salute Friends House on its 25th anniver-
sary. I know that its residents and staff will 
continue to be a loving asset to our commu-
nity for years to come. 
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Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to salute the service of Former Pennsyl-
vania State Representative Bob Bastian of 
Friedens, Somerset County, whose meri-
torious service to the Boy Scouts of America 
has inspired multiple generations to benefit 
from all that Scouting has to offer. 

The Bastian family has a long tradition of 
service to the community through scouting. 
Bob’s father, Fred, his two sons, Scott and 
Tim and four of his grandchildren are all mem-
bers of the Boy Scouts. 

As an enthusiastic contributor to his commu-
nity, Representative Bastian is active in the 
Penn Woods Council committee as well as a 
member of the district committee for the 
Scouts’ Forbes Trail District; and while many 
of his efforts to better his community have 
been realized as a product of his tenure as 
State Representative from 1999 to 2009, his 
lifetime commitment to excellence through 
scouting has and will continue to inspire boys 
throughout Somerset. 

Currently, Bastian is working to recognize 
the institution of scouting by chairing the 
Penn’s Woods Council’s Centennial Celebra-
tion Committee. In looking back nearly one 
hundred years to the inception of the Boy 
Scouts of America, I am confident that Mr. 
Bastian’s sixty years of exemplary perform-
ance in scouting and in life are proof of what 
all boys can achieve through scouting. 
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